
Careers In Music & Salaries* 

 

 

 
*Obviously, salaries will vary depending on the degree and years of experience.  Salaries quoted here are the starting median norms in Dallas, TX with a Bachelor's Degree. 

Music Therapist – Clinics ($37,508) 

Music Therapist – Private Practice 

Private Teacher 

Elementary School Teacher 

Middle School Band Director 

Middle School Choral Director 

Middle School Orchestra Director 

($40,608) 

High School Band Director 

High School Orchestra Director 

High School Choral Director 

Community Music School Teacher  

College Professor – Applied ($45,913) 

Youth Orchestra administration 

Conductor – Community 

Conductor – Youth 

Conductor – Advanced  

Conductor - Education 

Freelance Musician – Studio 

Freelance Musician – Film 

Freelance Musician – Vocal 

Choral – Opera 

Choral – Small Group 

Choral – Orchestral 

Music Therapist - clinician ($37,508) 

Music Therapy – brain research 

Biomedical research in Music 

Music Therapist – researcher 

Music Therapist – private practice 

Freelance Musician – Weddings 

Freelance Musician – Corporate 

Freelance Musician – Cruise Ships 

Freelance Musician – Events 

Freelance Musician – Busking 

Musicology 

Eco-Music 

Ethnomusicology 

Composer – Classical 

Composer – Popular ($37,462) 

Composer – Jazz 

Composer – Commercial 

Gaming Music composition 

Gaming Orchestration 

Video games – recording 

Video games - performing 

Arranger 

Music Editor 

Engraver 

Recording Industry 

Recording Producer 

Recording Engineer ($35,788) 

Sound Engineer 

Marketing 

Public Relations 

Artist Management 

Contractor 

Personnel Manager – Orchestra  

Personnel Manager – Arts Organization 

Personnel Manager – Shows 

Personnel Manager – Dance Company 

Performance – Chamber Music 

Performance – Soloist 

Performance – Orchestral ($43,217) 

Performance – New Music 

Performance – Broadway/Musicals 

Performance – Chamber Orchestra 

Performance – Popular 

Performance – Jazz 

Songwriting 

Musicians without Borders 

Music Media 

Digital Music 

Music Librarian ($35,166) 

Music Critic 

Music Journalist 

Repair Technician ($37,172) 

Research fellow 

Instrument builder 

Instrument developer 

Radio -DJ ($36,926) 

Stage Management 

Venue Owner 

Venue Manager 

Arts Administration – For Profit 

Arts Administration – Not For Profit 

Lobbyist 

Arts Management – Box Office 

Arts Management – Concert Series 

Arts Management – Programming 

Arts Management – House Manager 

Clinician 

Business Owner – Music Store 

Business Owner – Online 

Business Owner – Instrument Sales 

Business Owner – Music Sales 

Business Owner – Digital Music Sales 

Record Company 

Lecturer 

Grant Writer 

Film Industry 

Musicians Union Rep ($51,134) 

Software Development 

Web Design ($41,945) 

Collaborative Pianist 

Military Musician 

Event Coordinator 

Acoustics 

Piano Tuner/Mover ($37,440) 

Adjudication 

Wellness – Alexander Technique 

Wellness – Body Mapping 

Wellness – Massage 

Wellness – Movement and Breathing 

Music Agent ($37,881) 

Music Writer (text) 

Music Textbook author 

Sales 

Manufacturing – Instruments ($27,064) 

Manufacturing – Accessories (Cases, etc) 

Traveling musician 

Session Musician 

Dance Pianist 

Opera Coach 

Outreach  

Orchestra librarian 

Outreach in under-populated areas 

Radio – Programming 

Radio – Research 

Radio - Manager 

Music Director (orchestra) 

Music Director (chamber) ($39,520) 

Audio production 

Audio Editor 

Sound mixer ($33,729) 

Studio manager ($73,043) 

Talent scout 

New Music marketing 

Touring company  

Music Producer ($44,442) 

MuRural towns talent booking 

University concert series 

Online blogger 

Music critic – online 

Spinner 

Acoustical engineer ($58,441) 

Acoustician 

Copyright law 

iTunes radio programmer 

Pandora – Music operations 

Pandora – Librarian 

Pandora – Curation Team 

Pandora – Industry relations 

Pandora – Curator, Electronic Dance music 

Rhapsody – Program manager 

International schooling 

Online media director ($50,684) 

Soundcloud – music engineer 

Spotify – Product Manager 

Spotify – Music Team Lead 

Spotify – Playlist curator 

Social Media analyst ($37,124) 

Artist and Repertoire Director 

Artist and Repertoire Manager 

Artist Manager 

Tour Manager 

Music Licensing 

ASCAP licensing 

Music Coordination – film 

Opera filming 

Musicians Union – officers ($51,134) 

Music camps 

 administration 

 education director 

 counselor 

 teacher 

Sirius XM Radio Coordinator,  

Music Programming 

Twitter: music manager 

Music App creator 

Music Ministry Director ($30,020) 


